their participation was recognized and honored. The Nursing Profession is committing to (a) educating the more than 3 million current and future nurses on how to recognize and treat posttraumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, depression, and other combat-related issues; (b) growing the body of knowledge surrounding best practices for caring for posttraumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, depression, and other combat ailment that affect service men and women and their families; (c) disseminating the most up-todate information as it relates to traumatic brain injury and psychological health conditions such as posttraumatic stress disorder and postdeployment depression; and (d) Leading and advancing nurses, institutions, and health care providers, dedicated to improving the health of our military, veterans, and their families.
Joining Forces was rolled out in April 2010 as a national campaign to mobilize our society to provide our service members, veterans, and their families the opportunities and support they deserve. The Joining Forces initiative calls upon the health community to be prepared to address the physical and mental health needs of our service members, veterans, and their families. One in six of the nation's veterans suffer from posttraumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury, depression, or other combat-related challenges. These wounds are often called the "invisible wounds of war."
Nurses commitment to improving the science of caring for the invisible wounds of war among military service members, veterans, and their families fits well within the scope and education of staff nurses, community health nurses, school nurses, psychiatric mental health nurses, advanced practice nurses, and nurse scientists. Nurses serve on the front line of America's health care system and serve in every community in America. Nurses are the most trusted health care providers in these communities and in the best position to reach each Veteran in America. Less than half of all military service members, veterans, and their families will seek health care in the Veterans Administration health system. It will be essential for nurses on the front line of health care to translate the best available science into clinical practice in an effort to meet the physical and mental health needs of service members, veterans, and families.
Fortunately or unfortunately war time is often a time of great expansion in science and technology. Nurses are key stake holders of these advances on the front line of the health care to translate these advances into practice to address the needs of military service members, veterans, and their families who can benefit from these incredible scientific advances. Nurse scientists are generating knowledge through research that will benefit the military and their families. Two examples of nurse led research related to posttraumatic stress disorder include:
• Richmond and colleagues (2011) at the University of Pennsylvania are testing a simple screener to identify those patients at greatest risk for developing PTSD and depression post injury. • Dutra and colleagues (2011) identified a significant relationship between military sexual harassment and PTSD symptoms in service women.
Clinical Nursing Research is joining in the commitment of dissemination research related to traumatic brain injury and the psychological health conditions that affect our military members and their families. CNR is committed to the dissemination of nursing research to improve the care of military service members, veterans, and their families. This is a genuine heartfelt commitment. Like many of you, I am proud to have a family member, my brother Paul, serving overseas on his third tour of duty. We thank all the Military service men and women, the Veterans, and their families for their ongoing sacrifice for our freedom. I look forward to receiving clinical nursing research targeted for this population. Let's pay it forward; they deserve our very best.
